
Mary Dean’s CofE Primary and Nursery School  

A school family, learning for life in all its fullness (John 10:10) 
 

 

KS1 overview 

  

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, the children will be well rehearsed with their class routines and being READY RESPECTFUL SAFE with the silent stop signal.   
In phonics, children will continue to follow the Little Wandle scheme. Many Year 2 pupils have exited the phonics programme and are 
using the Year 2 spelling units from Little Wandle and are reading the fluency books in their reading sessions. In English, teaching will 
follow the Essential writing scheme, supporting children’s development in reading, writing, and speaking. In maths, children will follow 
the White Rose Maths curriculum, with an emphasis on securing number knowledge and developing reasoning skills. In history, pupils 
will learn about significant events from living memory, focusing on Flight and Space. In science, they will learn about Plants this term 
with Year 1 also completing their work on Materials.  

 

 
Learning Intentions (We are learning to...) 

The National Curriculum provides a series of ‘learning intentions’ which detail the most important skills and knowledge children need to 

develop in the core subjects (Mathematics, English and Science) and foundation subjects (History, Geography, Music, PE, Art and 

Design, Computing and Design and Technology). In each learning session, the learning intention and success criteria is shared with all 

children, in order to give the children a sense of purpose and understanding of what they are learning.  The National Curriculum also 

promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of children, and within this, the ‘fundamental British Values’. Our Church 

of England link is evident through our worship and Christian values embedded across the school.  This allows children to prepare for the 

responsibilities and experiences of adult life. For this reason, in Year 3/4, we approach learning by making links between the subjects 

and activities, where possible, to provide the children with an overall sense of purpose and to develop their competence, confidence 

and creativity as well as building a school family, learning for life in all its fullness. 

English 
In key stage one, the children are introduced 

to the concept of writing to entertain and to 

inform their readers. Alongside their growing 

knowledge of how sounds are represented in 

writing (grapheme-phoneme 

correspondence, or GPCs), the children learn 

how to use this knowledge to write a wider 

range of vocabulary to support their own 

compositions. For children in Year 1, simple 

sentence structure is emphasised, along with 

use of spaces between words, capital letters 

and full stops. For children in Year 2, they are 

taught how to join their ideas to create 

greater variety and interest for the reader. 

The children will also start to extend the 

range of punctuation applied by using 

question marks and exclamation marks in 

their writing and using a comma to separate 

items in a list and apostrophes to show where 

letters are missing (contraction) or singular 
possession. A range of wider vocabulary is 

taught to support more detailed description, 

along with the use of adjectives and adverbs 

to add detail to nouns and verbs. They will 

become familiar with a range of genres, such 

as narratives, recipes, letters and 

explanations, and enjoy playing with 

language whilst writing their own poetry 

Y1 Texts: Narrative – Stanley’s Sick, Poetry – Oi 

Frog! Recount – Rabi’s Roar and Rubi’s worry 

Y2 Texts: Narrative – Rupunzel, Non 

Chronological Report – Big Blue Whale 

        

 

Mathematics 

 
Y1 Focus Place Value with 20 
In the Autumn term, children learnt the 
numbers to 10. In this small step, they 
extend that learning to count to 20. Lessons 
will provide regular opportunities for 
children to verbally count to 20, for 
example counting how many children are 
present or how many beanbags there are in 
a bucket. Children can find counting 
through the teen numbers difficult, as the 
number names do not have the same 
regular 1 to 9 pattern that they hear once 
they count beyond 20. In lessons concrete 
resources will be used to support children 
to see the “10-and-a-bit” structure of teen 
numbers.  
Addition and subtraction within 20 
Children will make number bonds to 20, 
doubles and near doubles, count on and 
back. 
 
Y2 Focus: Money.  
The children will count money in pounds 
and pence and make the same amount and 
compare amounts.  
Multiplication and Division  
The children will learn about equal groups 
and be introduced to the multiplication 
symbol. They will then learn to multiply 
and divide by 2, 5 and 10.  

 

. 

Science  
Y1 – Materials  
The children will continue 
to learn about materials 
this term to distinguish 
between an object and the 
material from which it is 
made.  They will identify 
and name a variety of 
everyday materials 
including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water and 
rock and describe the 
simple properties of a 
variety of everyday 
materials. Children will 
compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on the 
basis of their simple 
properties. 
Y2 – Plants  
This term the children in 
Year 2 will observe and 
describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow into mature 
plants and find and 
describe how plants need 
water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and 
stay healthy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

History 

Children will learn about important people from the past who 
helped humans fly and explore space, and why their achievements 
mattered. They will find out how flight has changed over time, 
from the first aeroplanes to modern rockets and space travel. They 
will use clues, pictures and objects to help them ask questions, 
order events, and understand how discoveries help us learn more 
about our world. 

Computing 

In computing the children will be introduced to 

programming and will learn: Understand what 

algorithms are; how they are implemented as 

programs on digital devices; and that programs 

execute by following precise and unambiguous 

instructions.  

Create and debug simple programs.  

Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour 

of simple programs.  

Physical Education 

In dance the children will respond to 

various stimuli such as pictures,  

stories, films to use movement 

imaginatively that link to the dance 

idea ‘weather’. To work  

individually and in pairs to link 

together dance  

sections. 
In games they will develop control 

and co-ordination in large and small 

movements, move confidently in a 

range of ways, safely negotiating 

space and handle equipment 

effectively, play co- operatively, 

taking turns with others, following 

instructions. 

Art. 

In this pathway children are 
introduced to what sculpture can be, 
and invited to explore the work 
of other sculptors whilst taking a 
playful and inventive   
approach to making their 
own sculptures. The pathway 
encourages children to start 
voicing their response to sculptural 
artworks, including their own, and   
to give them time and space to 
explore properties of materials, and 
what happens when you join one or 
more materials together to construct 
new forms.  

 

Music 

In this unit, we ask, ‘How Does Music 

Make the World a Better Place?’. The 

Social Question evolves as the children 

move through the scheme while 

encouraging them to be responsible and 

kind citizens 

of the world. 

 

PSHE 

In this Puzzle the class talk about setting realistic goals and how they can  
achieve them. They discuss perseverance when they find things difficult as  
well as recognising their strengths as a learner. The children talk about  
group work and reflect on who they work well with and who they don’t.  
They also talk about sharing success with other people. 

 

Religion and Worldviews:  

In this unit, pupils will find out about Islam, key beliefs and ways of living for Muslims. Pupils will learn about some of the key 

Muslim beliefs about God found in the Shahadah and learn about the 99 names of Allah. Pupils will encounter stories about 

the Prophet and find out about what these teach Muslims today about ways of living. Pupils will learn about the five pillars 

of Islam and how these impact upon the lives of believers. They will learn about the importance of prayer and what it means 

for Muslims all over the world. 

Reward Systems 

Dojo points are awarded to celebrate good behaviour and learning.  These points will either be collected weekly, or until a goal 

amount is achieved and then the children will have a treat (usually an activity that they enjoy).  Each week, children are also 

considered for an Achiever of the Week certificate which is awarded in Friday’s celebration worship where we enjoy 

celebrating the achievements of others in or out of school.  Each term, children will be considered for Head Teacher’s awards. 

 

Half Termly Christian Value and Spirituality 

This half term, our Christian value will guide and shape our collective worship, learning and school life.  During Spring 1, our focus 

will be Responsibility. We will explore what it means to take responsibility for ourselves, for others and for our world. This value will 

be brought to life through learning about Martin Luther King Day, where children will reflect on standing up for justice and 

equality; Candlemas, thinking about light, hope and guidance; and the beginning of Lent, encouraging pupils to consider how 

small changes and thoughtful choices can make a positive difference. 

 


